126                  PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

who, "by shrewdly observing on what corner of the
book the teacher's eye is fixed, can recall the text ?
There are those whose memory spasmodically, yet
obstinately, rejects certain words or subjects, and who
are more blamed for it than they should be.1 To
train memory or the power of acquiring and under-
standing in this way, requires not only unusual
patience, but great study of the pupil's peculiarities.
Therefore it is not attended to. When I was young
I went to seveial so-called first-class private schools,
but there was not among them one in which the
pupils "were made to feel that the power to learn a
lesson was at first of far greater importance than the
lesson itself. Yet, on looking back, and living again
in that life, I can feel to the depths of conviction that
it could have been done

The multitude are perhaps not to blame for igno-
rance as to all this They know that knowledge is
useful, they believe it is a power in itself, and they
think it must in some way be whipped or forced inf
no matter how. "You can't drive that horse fifty
miles to-day/* said a stable-keeper, aghast, to five
Cockneys. " Yy not ?" was the reply, *' ve've all got
vips/' K'ow it is a principle of humanity that under
no circumstances should there be the immoderate use
of even a single whip. There are few, even among
thinking and reasoning people, who like to change
their views, any more than they do their homes.
The prisoner feels a pang at leaving his cell. Were
there not some of this principle implanted in us we
should have no stability, perhaps no principle what-

1 I myself am one of these    If my " recording spiritn or memory
once realises that it must retain anything, it utterly refuses to do so